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Department President
Karen Kaylor
I know that so many of you and your families have
been affected already by Covid 19. Our prayers go out to
all who have been affected by this contagious disease.
This last month seems to have seen an upswing in cases.
Please stay safe in your endeavors. The VFW Auxiliary
office is legally closed to visitors, even me. Only paid
staff are allowed in now due to Austin restrictions.
Remember your line officers at home and office staff are
here for you too. When you call the office push 1 for
Margie, (Assistant Treasurer) 2 for Glenna (Secretary)
and 3 for Jo Ella (Treasurer.). They are there to assist you.
It is unbelievable that it is the Halloween month
already. I visited several Districts in Sept and each District
made me and any other visitors feel welcome. Thank you
so much to District 2, 14 and 20. You are wonderful
Auxiliary Sisters and Brothers in Team “We Tip Our
Hats To Vets”.
The “Our Two Cents” is a great tool when working
your auxiliary programs please utilize it. Your Program
Coordinator and Chairman work hard to bring the
promotional items you need in helping you to work
your programs. I know you celebrated all the Patriotic
days in Sept. Be sure and report each to the Department
Chairman. This month send in your $.10 per member

Health & Happiness due to the National Home. A
National citation will be given to each Auxiliary that
donates $.25 per member according to their June 30, 2021,
membership.
The district statistics are on the web site now. District
Presidents this is a great tool for you to check how your
auxiliaries are doing with their monthly obligations.
Any questions concerning them contact Margie Menzel.
Please do your audits in a timely manner. It is unfair
when there is so much time to do them that you wait and
must have someone call you on the last day! Trustees
contact your treasurer and call for the audit!
My homecoming will be Oct 8-10th at VFW Post 4008
in District 14. I look forward to seeing you there. I hope
you got in your RSVPs!
I appreciate each of you Auxiliary Sisters and Brothers
along with all your Comrades and other Veterans! I thank
each of you for your hard work “Soaring Above and
Beyond”! Congratulations “New Auxiliary” District
19 Palestine “8924!” Institution 8-31-2021!

Oct. 1-2
Oct. 16

District 8
District 3

Official Visits
Oct. 3
Oct. 22-24

District 21
District 13

VETERANS & FAMILY SUPPORT
Denise DuBois – Chairman
From collection boxes to Sock-Hops, items are being
collected for our homeless vets. The number of items
collected thus far is AMAZING! I am so proud of each
of you!
Fall has arrived. Let’s go to the festivals and pass out
the rack cards. Those information cards are so important
and need to get in the hands of our veterans and their
families. No one needs to feel left out or alone. We Care!
Start making those goodies bags for our veterans in the
hospitals, nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
Host an old fashioned Halloween Party for them. Keep
that connection open!
Also, don’t forget the caregivers that sometimes are
homebound. They would appreciate a call, visit, flowers,
or a treat bag as well. Have a party at your post. Invite
families!
Coupons are being sent to Troop-ons and through this
program it allows us to support our troops and their
families. The soldiers and their families are very
appreciative of this effort.
Keep those reports coming in. Each Auxiliary is being
active and demonstrating their love and support of our
organization by supporting our veterans and their families.
Happy Halloween to each of you. Keep up the great
work! Texas takes care of the veterans and their families
– no matter what!
“We Tip Our Hats To Vets”
“Soaring Above & Beyond”

MEMBERSHIP
Mona Benotti - Chairman
First, thank you for all the wonderful work that is being
done to retain annual members and to gain new members.
We easily met our first quarter goal for the gain category
and are well on our way to make the retention goal. “We
Tip Our Hats To Vets” is working to keep our Auxiliary
strong in the Department of Texas.
One item to be sure and share at your meetings and in
your correspondence with members is a Bylaw change
approved at National Convention. Article 1 Membership,
Section 101-Eligibility was changed by deleting the
words, “Members must be citizens of the United States.”
This means that a relative as defined by our Eligibility

Wheel of a VFW-eligible person may join our auxiliary.
This and other changes made at National Convention can
be found on our national website under “Events” –
“Convention”.
“Soaring Above & Beyond” means putting every
effort into meeting our membership quota and going well
above it. Encourage members to add their eligible family
members to the membership roster. Ask yourself if
you’ve done all you can to bring more male members into
our organization. Check with former members and
encourage them to rejoin. Seek out Post members and ask
them to inspire their eligible family and friends to join.
Keeping our eyes open all the time for new members is
vital as is retention of those we have.
Together, as the membership team, we will make the
Department of Texas goals. Thank you for all you do;
contact me at mlbenotti@sbcglobal.net or 817.805.3729.

LEGISLATIVE
Norita Jackson - Chairman
In last month’s “Our Two Cents” article, we discussed
the Priority Goal of Disability Assistance and Memorial
Affairs. We will now examine the goal of Education,
Employment and Transition Assistance.
In response to the dire economic consequences
produced in the United States brought on by the COVID19 pandemic, the VFW has not only recognized but they
have addressed the fact that the Veterans have not been
spared this harsh reality.
The VFW’s Solutions:
• Congress must pass the Veterans Economic Recovery
Act, which would create a rapid retraining program to
provide certain veterans and reservists with 12 months of
benefits to pursue training in high-demand occupations.
• Congress must pass legislation that would establish a
fourth administration in VA, the exclusive focus of which
would be economic opportunity benefits.
• Congress must pass legislation to permit veterans to
receive an automobile grant every ten years in an amount
equal to the grant maximum at the time of vehicle
replacement.
The vast majority of veterans do indeed seek
meaningful employment, education or job training.
Accordingly, a fourth administration must be established
in VA to properly address veterans’ economic opportunity
benefits utilization and growth and the improvement
thereof. In turn, the new Under Secretary for Economic

Opportunity would have the authority to refocus
resources, independently promote these programs to
veterans and create a central point of contact for veterans
organizations and Congress.
When you visit your congressional representatives,
please stress these are the issues we will be fighting for in
the 117th Congress. These goals reflect the resolutions
passed and supported by the men and women of the VFW
and its Auxiliary. To find out who your congressional
representatives are, visit vfw.org/ActionCorps. Play a role
in the process of ensuring that these Priority Goals are
enacted. Sign up today for the VFW’s Action Corps
Weekly e-newsletter at vfw.org/JoinActionCorps or text
“VFW” to 50457
I can tell that you all are doing a wonderful job in
carrying out National Legislative Ambassador, Scott
Jamieson’s goal of training all auxiliary members to be
advocates for Veterans through the reports I am receiving.
Please continue to make this very doable objective a
reality. Report your telephone calls, emails and event
attendances.
By doing so ‘We Tip Our Hats To Vets” and
“Soaring Above & Beyond”.

CHIEF OF STAFF
Juanita Workman
The (5) Essentials of an Auxiliary:
1. Hold a least (10) business meeting.
2. Dues paid by at least 10 members on or before
February 1.
3. Quarterly audits submitted.
4. Officers, elected, installed and reported to National.
5. President/Treasurer bonded by August 31.
District Presidents: Please follow up with Auxiliaries
and make sure that bonds are completed, audits are up to
date and membership is being worked.
Official visits within the district should be well under
way and reports being sent on the visits. If during the visit,
an Auxiliary is observed to be struggling, please note
those areas somewhere on the official visit report form.
An Auxiliary can find a lot of information on the
resource page located on the National Auxiliary website.
Encourage auxiliaries to visit the resource page – under
Chief of Staff and see what information is available.

National Ambassador Leona McDermott focuses on
key points within her program. Suspension is one of those
points.
Suspensions are used in certain cases to give an
auxiliary and its’ members the chance to fulfill duties and
continue with their mission of serving Veterans, service
members and their families.
If an Auxiliary is placed on suspension – this is not a
negative. It does not label the Auxiliary as a bad auxiliary.
It simply means that there is some work that the Auxiliary
needs to take care of which will allow the Auxiliary to get
to where it needs to be.
Thank you for the cards and well wishes. Miss each
of you. We will work together as “We Tip Our Hats To
Vets” while “Soaring Above & Beyond”.

HISTORIAN/MEDIA RELATIONS
Bernie Adams
Well, we made it through the first few months. Dealing
with COVID has been very trying for people that are
wanting to get out and not being able to do so. We are now
entering the busy months of the year. How can we promote
our VFW? Why not contact and involve the newspaper?
If they are not able to attend, then you take pictures and
write an article for the newspaper. Most newspapers have
a Community Calendar that you can send your monthly
activities and have them put it in the newspaper. Media
allows us to brag about what we are doing for our Veterans,
their families, and our community.
Did you know that the hardest picture to take is one of
a group picture? It is hard because everyone is looking
everywhere. Some are smiling and some are talking. So,
what I have come up with is when I am ready to take the
picture I will holler out, “Hey I am over here, now smile”.
When Department President Karen comes to visit your
district, write an article along with taking a picture to
submit to the newspaper. Auxiliary Historian please
remember to send me your pictures along with what you
did and where you went when President Karen visits your
District. Remember the “5” (Who, What, Where, When
and Why) when writing your article for the newspaper and
me. Remember “We Tip Our Hats To Vets” while
“Soaring Above & Beyond”

MENTORING FOR LEADERSHIP
Jayne McCormick – Chairman
Become the kind of Leader that people would
follow voluntarily; Even if you had no title or
position.
Brian Tracy
Great leaders have great Mentors. Mentors bring out
the best in our Auxiliary Membership by nurturing,
encouragement to learn and grow in this organization.
What can we do to make our Auxiliary healthy?
• Take an active role in your auxiliary. You can
lead by getting volunteers to help in our projects.
You don’t need to leave it for someone else to do
it. YOU can.
• Always be positive listen to suggestions by our
seasoned members and NEW MEMBERS. This
is a very progressive world we live in. Let the
members be a part of this new world of change
and new ideas.
• Smile, be positive, keep our minds on our goals
of our Auxiliaries. The merging of yesterday and
today will be the reason we will have success and
healthy members and auxiliaries.
*If a District or Auxiliary needs to have any assistance or
mentoring please notify the Senior Advisor/Mentor
assigned to your District or Department Mentoring for
Leadership Chairman Jayne McCormick.
There is no wrong way. Advisor and Chairman will
discuss and relay information to the District
President/Mentor and Auxiliary President/Mentor how we
will go forward. This will be done on a very timely basis.
All will be kept up to date with the information. The Chief
of Staff will also be kept informed.
“We Tip Our Hats To Vets” by enhancing leadership
abilities of the members who will be “Soaring Above &
Beyond.” Goals + Mentoring + Leadership =
Healthy Auxiliary

AUXILIARY COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Patsy Kemp - Chairman
Can you feel it? Cooler air blowing and giving us a
renewed spirit and a little faster pace.

I saw one of my favorite shows, “Facing the Giants”,
today. A man tells the coach a story.
Two farmers, each pray for a much- needed rain…
one also goes out and prepares his fields. Which one of
the farmers had faith that their prayer would be answered?
We wish and pray for a good and prosperous 20212022 year. But we must do as the wise farmer and work
hard preparing the ground work for our programs. Then
plow the seeds of volunteerism…and “Soar Above &
Beyond”. Remember – anything worth doing is worth

doing well.
I look forward to receiving all of 9/11 reports. I have
not received any 1st responder collages as of yet but, know
they will be coming.
I am getting to know more of our members that are
doing the reporting. Why? Because we are
communicating about their reports. Mainly why it may
not be counted as Auxiliary Community Outreach.
Examples of What Does Not Count:
Just writing a check to a charity; Auxiliary having a booth
at a Fair and handing out information; cleaning a
cemetery; carrying someone to Dr.; attending funerals or
memorials of Veterans; members (not with another
organization) delivering food to home bound people.
Examples of What Does Count:
Help Community wide (Chamber of Commerce
sponsored) back pack event. And at give-away did VFW
ID Kits for each student attending; helping Mission
Arlington collect bicycles (new or repaired like new)
helmets & locks to be given at Christmas. Never to early
start; working with Meals on Wheels delivering food;
helping the Cancer Society Run for Life.
Question? How many of you have gone to the National
website and read the Community Outreach Ambassador,
Mary Ryser’s, Blog? You are missing out you haven’t.
You have the State Program book, National Program
Book, National website, Our Two Cents and the National
magazine, all with Helpful Hints, Do’s & Don’t about the
Auxiliary Community Outreach Program. Use these great
resources, volunteer, report, report, report.
October 28th is National First Responders Day
This is the sweet month for us not the trick month. Be
Sweet-Volunteer with another organization and benefit
your community

God Bless you all and thank you for all you do.
Patricia “Patsy” Kemp
409 988-3269
kemppat@aol.com

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Ronnie Wiley – Chairman
Laurie Hayes Wiley – Co-Chairman
Hello Ladies and Gentleman!!!!!
I trust everyone has had a safe enjoyable summer.
Hopefully all of our youth are back to school, getting our
youth back to school. Let’s continue to include our youth
in our different auxiliary programs as I have been
receiving many reports to which I say Thank You.
GREAT JOB!
Please do not forget to get the following programs into
your schools. If you can’t get into any school, see if you
can call and get email addresses to the teachers or
counselors and send them an email and attach the program
applications with the instructions. Parents who home
school need to be included as well. Don’t forget to put the
information on Facebook pages and websites.
Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue
Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue is a program for
children 6 - 16 years old. It is an individual singing contest
featuring our National Anthem. Rules are simple – the
child must sing the words of the anthem as they are
written. However, the style of delivery is the youth’s
choice. Youth entries are due to you by March 31. You
may host a local contest and submit your auxiliary winner
to the department chairman by April 15 for statewide
judging. FYI NO DVD’s Accepted. Applications can be
found in MALTA.
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021-2022-Red-White-and-Blue-EntryForm-FILLABLE.pdf
Illustrating America
This contest rewards the artistic abilities of the elementary
and middle/junior high school students. It is fun to see
how our youth see the world through their drawings and
paintings. Reach out to local homeschool families or
organizations through print and online media. The contest
consists of three grade divisions: grades 1-2, 3-5 and 6-8.
Entries to your local auxiliary are due March 31 with your
winners to the department chairman by April 15.
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/IllustratingAmerica-2021-2022-FILLABLE.pdfAs

BUDDY POPPY/NATIONAL HOME
Shawn Terry – Chairman
Hello to all the wonderful Auxiliary members in
Texas! With September behind us, I hope that auxiliaries
were able to get out and participate in the many patriotic
events that took place during the month.
I never knew how many different and clever ideas there
were for using Buddy Poppies until I became the
chairman. I am just amazed at the creativity and talent of
so many of our members. Remember to leave one
complete Buddy Poppy with tag included on all
projects. This includes the Uncle Sam Hat as well as the
Buddy Poppy Displays to be judged at State Convention.
Please be sure to completely fill out the monthly report. I
have already received some that are incomplete. Be sure
to include the who, what, where, when, and how much or
many (if applicable) on your report. I want to be able to
give everyone the credit they deserve. Hopefully as the
weather gets cooler, we can all get out and do some Buddy
Poppy Drives
I have had a number of members tell me ideas for the
ways that they are fundraising for the VFW National
Home. They are doing car washes, bake sales, allocating
certain funds from dinners done by the auxiliary,
rummage sales, and the list just goes on and on. I love
hearing about those auxiliaries that are dedicating bricks
to the Home in honor of a deceased auxiliary member.
That truly makes my heart smile. When completing the
monthly report forms for the VFW National Home, please
remember to attach a copy of checks written. This is
crucial and gives that report authenticity.
Thank you all for the love and support for our precious
veterans. I would ask that you keep the people still dealing
with the Afghanistan issue in your prayers. Many of our
Afghan veterans are really struggling with this mess. If
you need me for anything, please do not hesitate to reach
out to me. You can call or text me at 817-776-1830 or
email me at shawne1965@gmail.com.
“We Tip Our Hats To Vets”
“Soaring Above & Beyond”

“We Tip Our Hats To Vets”
Have a wonderful month of October.
“Soaring Above & Beyond”

SCHOLARSHIP
Annie Nickerson - Chairman
School is in full swing, and our deadlines for Voice of
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen are fast approaching. You
can still GET THE WORD OUT! There is a tiny bit of

time left. A few groups that might be interested in what
you have to say might include: Schools and JROTC Units
• Church or youth groups • Youth-focused organizations •
Home school associations • Parent-Teacher associations •
Youth sports teams. Consider hosting a meet and greet for
their local school district superintendent, principals,
teachers and youth leaders in their communities. This will
give them an opportunity to share information about our
Scholarships and Youth Activities Programs and excite
the community’s leaders about the amazing opportunities
we offer. Remember to collect those entries by October
31 and then get your winners to your district committee
by November 15. Work closely with your VFW
counterparts.
Remember, each Art entry must be accompanied by the
Contest Application. Students MUST state the source of
their idea for entry: magazine, TV, newspaper, etc. To
comply with copyright laws, all artwork must be original
to the entrant (No use of molds unless the student made
the mold). Artwork may be inspired by other
artist’s/photographer’s work, but not to the degree that the
new piece of artwork is easily recognized as being a
derivative of the other artist’s work. If another
artist’s/photographer’s work is used as a source of
inspiration or reference, a copy of the work must be
provided along with the name and date of publication in
which it was found. Any artwork that is recognized as
being in violation of these rules will be disqualified.
Be sure to plan a local awards program for all who
participated in these programs. A nice recognition for the
teachers who encouraged the students to participate would
be nice as well.
Don’t forget to send me your report for all the time you
have spent getting this information out to the schools,
recruiting judges, setting up a location for the judging and
overseeing these functions. These reports are used to
maintain the non-profit status of both the VFW and
Auxiliary, so please REPORT.
Even though our focus is Voice of Democracy and
Patriot’s Pen right now, don’t forget Student Patriotic Art
and Continuing Scholarship. Those deadlines are not far
off.
I look forward to hearing from you, and I am only a
phone call away.
“We Tip Our Hats To Vets” while “Soaring Above
& Beyond”.

AmeriCANism
Janet Brown - Chairman
With the heat we’re having it seems hard to believe
the holidays will be here soon… but that’s the way it
usually happens. Dates, holidays, observances, seem to
sneak up on us. Hopefully you’re having enough time to
plan any patriotic observances and include/invite the
community/public.
As we transition from one sport’s season to another, I
can’t help but feel saddened and frustrated that it took
legislative action to include the national anthem before an
event. SB4 will require “all new financial contracts
between professional sports teams and government
agencies to include a written verification promising to
play the national anthem at the teams’ home stadiums”.
I’m not crossing over to legislative but stressing why we
need to always pay attention to ways that AmeriCANism
doesn’t become AmeriCAN’Tism.
Remember the Patriotic Instructor’s charge says, “let
us be ever mindful of our duties as members…”. I feel
that instead of “duties”, we should consider it
“privilege”!! And even though it refers to the Flag, we
should extend that feeling to any idea, object, or
relationship that represents America.
As “We Tip Our Hats To Vets” to honor their service
to America, we need to keep “Soaring Above & Beyond”
with our determination to honor our privilege as members
to see that our Flag, and other symbols of America are
never desecrated.

HOSPITAL/VAVS
Karen Jeffrey - Chairman
13 doorbells rang. 13 flags were folded. 13 families
will never be the same. Veterans have risked everything,
their futures, their families, their lives for us, you and me,
people they did not even know.
Our service members deserve all that we can do to
honor their service. While we can’t begin to repay the
sacrifices they have made or the sacrifices their families
have made, we must try. God Bless our brave soldiers and
their families! God Bless the USA and our military!
Prayers for safety and peace.
Robyn Kuznik 2021-2022 National Hospital
Ambassador, in her BLOG www.vfwauxiliary.org/blog
Honors Escort Program & National Suicide Awareness
Prevention Month,
What is an Honors Escort

Program? stated that “there are 464,687 Veterans
projected to die this year outside of VA medical facilities.
Many of these Veterans will receive hospice care in the
community. To learn what the VA and National Hospice
and Palliative Care is doing for veterans in community
facilities access the website www.wehonorveterans.org.
We Honor Veterans recognizes the unique needs of
America’s Veterans and their families. They empower
hospice and community organizations to meet the unique
needs of Veterans by offering guidance and resources
focused on respectful inquiry, compassionate listening
and grateful acknowledgment for a peaceful ending of life.
The We Honor Veterans program is provided at no cost to
hospice organizations.
Get involved! Now is our time to brainstorm ideas
about ways we can engage staff in an end-of-life Honors
Escort. As VFW Auxiliary members, lets spread the word
about why this type of honor is important.”
Idea: Let’s make sure we are prepared! Have a
family member of the Veteran call and speak with the
Facility Director to inform them of the veteran status, as
this question is not on most admitting forms and to
personally request an Honors Escort, to by pass HIPPA
/Confidentiality issues.
Educate the staff in the end-of-life protocol for our
Nations Heroes with the Honors Escort Program and offer
to donate a 5x9 flag for your Veterans use. Speak with
local Veterans Organizations about donating flags.
It’s time to promote the VFW Auxiliary community
Veteran’s Day & Christmas Card Drive. Ask a retail store
that sells cards if you can put out a drop box so a customer
can purchase a card, fill it out and drop it in the box service
and the VFW Auxiliary will make sure they are collected
and distributed to Veterans for the appropriate Holiday.
Ask Youth Organizations to make or donate cards for their
community outreach/service.
VAVS Representatives meet with the Medical Center’s
Chief of Voluntary Service for an annual Joint Review
(AJR) in November of each year and the VAVS
Representative and Deputy Representatives will
participate.
The Department Hospital Chairman may also be
invited.
Reviews must be received by VFW National
Headquarters no later than January 15, 2022.
Many thanks to every Member /Auxiliary/District/
Department who promotes and embraces the Honors
Escort Program and makes it successful!
“We Tip Our Hats To Vets”
“Soaring Above & Beyond”
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DIRECTORY CHANGES
DISTRICT 1

DISTRICT 6

Auxiliary 2195 – President Sally Thompson
sally@eagle21.net
~~~~~
Auxiliary 2559 – President Joe Norwood II
Jnorwoodz@att.net
~~~~~
Auxiliary 4011 – Treasurer Anita Helge
931 Culver St. #8108 – Commerce Texas 75428
940-210-5412 / anitahelge89@gmail.com
~~~~~
Auxiliary 8273 – President Debra Miller
7560 Rockyford Dr.
~~~~~
Auxiliary 9167 – Address Change
700 5th Street
2nd Saturday – 4:00 p.m.
~~~~~
Auxiliary 9168 – President Betty Royston
14920 Lost Wagon St. – New Fairview, Texas
76247 214-662-1380 / bcroyston@aol.com
~~~~~
DISTRICT 2

Auxiliary 8567 – mailing address correction
PO Box 1165 – Graham, Texas 76450
~~~~~

Auxiliary 4820 – Treasurer Thuy Tran-Kitchen
thuytran09_12@yahoo.com
~~~~~
Auxiliary 5621 – Secretary Samantha Kneisley
14311 Pecos Lane – Baytown, Texas 77532
936-391-5130 / dkneisley@yahoo.com
~~~~~
Auxiliary 5621 – Treasurer Sharon Dean
3866 Highesy 105 – Hull, Texas 77564-8914
936-402-3587 / hossgayle@hotmail.com
~~~~~
DISTRICT 5
Auxiliary 7110 – Secretary Natalie Schoenicke
2043 Dragon Trl – New Braunfels, Texas 78130
361-461-8074 / midnite_arabian@yahoo.com

DISTRICT 12 President – Rene Batson
903-559-6385 (cell) 903-628-5301 (Home)
~~~~~
DISTRICT 14 – President Delores Miller
3411-B Victoria Dr.
~~~~~
Auxiliary 6974 – meeting change
1st Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
~~~~~
DISTRICT 28 – Auxiliary 10427
Auxiliary 9078 meeting change
2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
~~~~~
Auxiliary 10427 – Treasurer Tommye Juvrud
606 Wicklow Dr. – Leander, Texas 78641
512-649-6546 – tommyejuvrud@gmail.com
~~~~~
Department Chaplain – Karen Jeffrey
806-204-1511 (cell)
~~~~~

FYI:
PLEASE CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT
SECRETARY WITH ANY SMALL DIRECTORY
CHANGES OR CHANGES IN THE LARGE
STATE ROSTER
DEPARTMENT SECRETARY WILL SUBMIT
ALL CHANGES RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE
FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OUR TWO CENTS
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
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